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and a fox was started by his troop; and made its escape
untouched by darts.
The Governor of Lucena was Don Diego de Cordova
de Aguilar, known by the curious title of Alcayde de
los Dongeles, Master of the Pages. On the first alarm,
he sent for help to his uncle, the Count of Cabra, and
'his two nephews Alfonso and Gonzalo, sons of a
brother who had died early. The count arrived before
the Moors were in sight, but the nephew came up while
Boabdil was encamping. He thought himself sur-
rounded by a huge force, and his infantry in terror
began to fly. The horse fought gallantly, but AH Atar,
who was nearly ninety, fell mortally wounded from his
horse. The Castilians closed in on the Moors, and
Boabdil, finding that his snow-white war-horse, with its
splendid caparisons, attracted attention to him, leapt off,
and tried to hide himself in the willows that bordered the
river Xenil. Here, however, he was attacked by three
soldiers, and, after trying to defend himself with his
dagger, he disclosed his name to save his life, and was
taken to the Count of Cabra. Hosts of his best cava-,
liers were slain or perished in the river, and the sur-
vivors who reached home filled Granada with mourning
and lamentation, for hardly a noble house but had lost
a son.
Aboul Hacem was recalled and replaced in the
Alhamra, while Boabdil was carried to Cordova,
where Fernando, knowing that his freedom would be
much worse for the Moorish cause than his captivity,
released him on condition of his freeing four, hundred
prisoners, paying twelve thousand doubloons a year,
and attending Cortes as a vassal of Castille, as well as
allowing free passage and supplying food to any troops

